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The Iowa Catholic Conference is the official public policy voice
of the bishops of lowa. Under their direction, we advocate for
the common good and promote public policies that respect the
life and dignity of every human person. We provide resources
for Catholics to assist them in forming their conscience and
fulfilling their obligation to participate in the political life of
our society.
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WHERE YOU LODGE,
| WILL LODGE (RUTH 1:16)

1. The Catholic Church has always proclaimed the inviolable
dignity of the human person, created in the image and likeness
of God.! Governments do not bestow this dignity, nor does legal
status instill it, but it is intrinsic to every human person as a
beloved child of the heavenly Father. In every age, the People of
God are called to uphold this truth by welcoming the stranger,
defending the oppressed, and standing in solidarity with those
who are displaced.

2. Immigration is not merely a political or economic issue; it is
a deeply moral matter that calls for a response rooted in faith,
justice, and mercy. Sacred Scripture consistently reveals God’s
care for the immigrant and the refugee: “You shall not oppress a
stranger; you yourselves know how it feels to be a stranger, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 23:9).

3. The right to migrate has long been affirmed in Catholic moral
teaching. Pope John XXIII taught that “every human being has
the right to freedom of movement and of residence within the
confines of his own state. When there are just reasons in favor of
it, he must be permitted to migrate to other countries and take up
residence there.”?

4. More recently, in an address to world diplomats, Pope Leo XIV
enjoins us, “No one is exempted from striving to ensure respect
for the dignity of every person, especially the most frail and
vulnerable, from the unborn to the elderly, from the sick to the
unemployed, citizens and immigrants alike.” Our present pontiff
continues, “All of us, in the course of our lives, can find ourselves
healthy or sick, employed or unemployed, living in our native land
or in a foreign country, yet our dignity always remains unchanged:

1 Genesis 1:27.
2 Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, §25.
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it is the dignity of a creature willed and loved by God.”3

5. At a time when political rhetoric often generates division and
fear, the Church stands as a beacon of God-given hope. This hope
is not mere optimism that ignores where good is absent, but a
virtue that sustains us in the work of justice.* Hope resists the
tendency to become indifferent to the suffering of migrants; it
prevents us from resigning ourselves to the injustices that force
them from their homes. Rather, it demands that we respond with
courage and solidarity, recognizing that our faith is measured by
the way we treat the most vulnerable among us.5 Our hope spurs
us to ensure that migrants can share a life worth living, founded
on conditions that enable them, with us, to flourish.
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6. The social mission of the Church must always begin with
persons who are poor, displaced, and otherwise neglected.
These individuals are not simply objects of charity but agents of
God’s presence, who evangelize us through their endurance and
fidelity.* We can find inspiration in the Bible’s account of Ruth,
the daughter-in-law of the widowed Naomi. When Ruth’s husband
also dies, leaving Naomi bereft of children, Naomi decides to
return to her native Judah. In the face of tragic circumstances,
Ruth remains loyal to Naomi and emigrates with her in order

3 Pope Leo XIV, Audience to Members of the Diplomatic Corps Accredited to
the Holy See, 16 May 2025.

4 Pope Francis, Address on Social Justice, 2023.

5 Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, §64 (2020).

6 Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, §197 (2013).
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to accompany and support her. Ruth’s pledge, “Wherever you
lodge, I will lodge” (Ruth 1:16), reveals God’s universal concern
for humanity and the blessing God bestows upon those who
care for others who are not affiliated with us by blood relation or
nationality.

7. Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that “love for widows and
orphans, prisoners, and the sick and needy of every kind is as
essential to her the Church as the ministry of the sacraments and
preaching of the Gospel.”” In welcoming the migrant, we welcome
Jesus himself. In defending their dignity, we proclaim the Gospel.
And in advocating for justice, we embody the love of Christ, in
whom “love and truth meet, justice and peace embrace.”® Jesus
desires that all his children live in peace and security.

8. As we reflect on the current state of immigration in the United
States and beyond, including extant and pending actions by
our government, we must ask ourselves: Are we a Church who
welcomes or a Church who excludes? Are we led by faith or by fear?
Do we see Christ in the migrant, regarding them as a neighbor in
the spirit of the Good Samaritan parable, or do we turn away? May
this reflection serve as a renewed call to discipleship, inviting us
to see Christ in the faces of those whose life path intersects with
our own as pilgrims of hope.

IMMIGRATION THROUGH THE
LENS OF CATHOLIC
SOCIAL TEACHING

9. The Church’s teaching on migration is not an abstract theory
but is rooted in the concrete experiences of migrants and their
neighbors. Migration is a moral and political issue that should
evoke responses shaped by justice, charity, and respect for
human dignity. Pope Benedict XVI exhorts us that “the reality of
migration must never become an occasion for conflict, but rather

7 Pope Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, §22 (2005).
8 See Psalm 85:11.
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an opportunity for building peace.”

10. This conviction has deep roots in the Church’s Magisterium—
the body of tradition and authoritative teaching conveyed by the
Church’s pastors, the bishops, throughout the centuries. The
Church’s teaching on migration is not simply another political
viewpoint to be weighed against others; itis grounded in Scripture,
tradition, and reason. Faithful Catholics are called to engage this
teaching and allow it to shape and guide their consciences.

11. Pope Pius XII, in his Apostolic Constitution Exsul Familia,
affirms the Church’s steadfast commitment to the protection and
pastoral care of migrants and refugees. Issued in the aftermath of
World War II when mass displacement of people was a pervasive
phenomenon, the document frames migration as a moral and
ecclesial concern before it is a political one. Pius XII teaches that
the Church’s ministry to migrants is a long-standing expression
of her maternal solicitude, conceiving the migrant and refugee
as a brother or sister in Christ to be treated with dignity in love
rather than being viewed as an outsider devoid of all dignity and
worth.

12. At the core of Catholic Social Teaching is the conviction that
every person has a right to live in conditions consistent with his or
her human dignity.!® All persons come from somewhere and seek
to live a decent and dignified life where they presently reside.
But when their right to exist and other basic human rights are
threatened or denied to an extent that they decide to exercise their
right to migrate, the Church upholds this latter right. Indeed, the
Church teaches, “Among man’s rights, we must include his right
to enter a country in which he hopes to provide for himself and
his dependents.”!! When people are unable to provide for their
families due to violence, persecution, or extreme poverty, they

9 Pope Benedict XVI, Message for the World Day of Migrants and Refugees
(2011).

10  Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, §365.

11 Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, §106.
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have a right to seek a better life elsewhere.!?

13. Atthe same time, nations have theright toregulate their borders
for the sake of the common good, provided these safeguards are
justly enacted with respect for fundamental human rights.!® The
Church does not argue for unrestricted migration, but she does
reject policies that are inhumane, arbitrary, or disproportionately
punitive.

14. Overall, weighing these collective and personal goods that
are not readily reconciled is a matter for prudential, political
discernment and deliberation. St. John Paul II acknowledged this
dynamic, noting that immigration policies must ensure both the
security of nations and the rights of migrants.'* However, the
security of a nation can never be used as an excuse to violate the
dignity and human rights of migrants, including the right to due
process under law. Nor should economic expediency be the gauge
of persons’ worth.

15. The prophetic role of the Church is to proclaim the truth,
ensuring that immigration policies reflect proper competence
and moral accountability of respective authorities. The Gospel
values of justice and human solidarity are rooted in both faith and
reason. The Church is not a partisan institution; she is a mother,
called to defend her most vulnerable children. Pope Francis
maintains, “It is not just about migrants; it is about all of us,

12 Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, §25.
13 Catechism of the Catholic Church, §2241.
14 Pope John Paul I, Ecclesia in America, §65.
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about the present and future of our human family.”'® This is why
Catholic institutions engage in legal aid, refugee resettlement,
and advocacy efforts for just and compassionate immigration
reform.!

THE IMMIGRATION REALITY IN

THE UNITED STATES: A MORAL

AND HUMAN CONCERN

16. We again emphasize: While immigration policies must
balance humanitarian concerns with national security and public
order, such policies must never ignore or insult the fundamental
dignity of the human person. It is inconsistent with the claims of
justice to employ enforcement tactics that treat all immigrants,
especially hardworking, longstanding, and peaceful members
of our communities, in the same manner as violent criminals.
Bishop Mark Seitz, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ Committee on Migration, has expressed deep concern
over rhetoric that dehumanizes migrants, stating that “the
use of sweeping generalizations to denigrate any group, such
as describing all undocumented immigrants as ‘criminals’ or
‘invaders,” to deprive them of protection under the law, is an
affront to God, who has created each of us in his own image.”"’

17. Recent executive orders have heightened concerns about the
violation of justice and human dignity inimmigration enforcement.
Policies that restrict humanitarian protections, deny asylum
claims, and expand detention measures disproportionately harm
the most vulnerable, including families, children, and trafficking
victims. The U.S. bishops have voiced particular concern about
the open-ended deployment of military assets to enforce civil
immigration laws, the prevention of access to asylum, and the

15 Pope Francis, Message for the 105th World Day of Migrants and
Refugees (2019).

16 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Strangers No Longer:
Together on the Journey of Hope (2003).

17 Bishop Mark Seitz, Statement on Immigration Policies, U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (2025).
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proposals to reinterpret birthright citizenship. With our brother
bishops, we caution that these measures undermine the moral
fabric of a nation built on principles of justice and human rights.!®

18. The Church recognizes the right of nations to regulate
immigration, but this right must always be exercised in accord
with the precepts of justice, respect for the rule of law, and
prudential restraint. Concomitantly, respect for due process
is paramount and must be sustained under all sorts of trying
circumstances. Longstanding jurisprudence rooted in the
Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution makes clear that
due process is owed to all persons within the country, not just to
citizens.

19. More fundamentally, the right to due process is grounded
in the natural law and is inherent to every human person by
virtue of her dignity—it is not merely a privilege granted by civil
authority. Such a right should never be dismissed for the sake of
expediency in pursuit of political objectives. When a society sets
aside fundamental rights for some individuals, it risks further
erosions, such as the suspension of habeas corpus, that would
imperil the freedoms of all.

20. When immigration policies fail to reflect these collective
principles, they subvert the common good and instead create
conditions for greater exploitation, suffering, and disorder.

18 Bishop Mark Seitz, Statement on Immigration Policies, U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops (2025).
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Law must never be misused to advance the predominance
of the majority at the expense of the poor, the marginalized,
and vulnerable communities. Rather, respect for the common
good implies that, given their respective capacities and needs,
people participate diversely in the life and activities of any
given community, and this mutual participation serves not only
individual flourishing but the overall well-being of the entire
community.

21. The Iowa Catholic Conference has previously emphasized that
immigration policies must reflect our shared moral commitment
to human dignity and family unity, prioritizing compassion
over exclusion.! In that vein, the bishops have affirmed their
nonpartisan commitment to work with lawmakers of every
stripe to advance just, responsible immigration policies. The U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops has engaged previous and current
presidential administrations and Congress to advocate for a
system that is both effective and humane, protecting immigrants,
refugees, and the poor as part of the Church’s broader mission to
uphold the dignity of all life.?

22. As Catholics, we must resist narratives that reduce immigrants
to political problems or pawns and instead recognize them as our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Our late Holy Father, Pope Francis,
cautions against attitudes that, in practice, treat migrants as “less
worthy, less important, less human.”?! The Church’s mission is to
proclaim the Gospel, defend the dignity of the marginalized and
most vulnerable among us, and cooperate with the grace of Jesus
Christ to usher in the Kingdom of God while seeking the salvation
of souls. In every season of life, the words of Jesus in Matthew
25 remain our polestar: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me”
(Matthew 25:35).

19 Towa Catholic Conference, Statement on Migration - Feast of St. Joseph
the Worker (2024).

20 Chieko Noguchi, Statement on Executive Orders, U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops (2024).

21 Pope Francis, Message for the 105th World Day of Migrants and
Refugees (2019).

"(6102) opvisnfoy

19p A apuna31py 19p pipungy vpoudof n] ind afpsuapy ‘odsoued eded [g
“(¥202) sopiuy) sopvisg so] ap 0019} sods1qQ ap

DI2ULJU0Y) ‘SDANIAT SaUIP.I() SD] 24Q0S UQIODID]IA(] ‘Iydon3oN 0dIY) 027

"(¥202) 042490 12 gsof uns
ap DISaL] - UQIODUSIJY 24Q0S UQIODID]II(] “eMO] 9P BII[01R)) BIDUIIDIUOD) 6]

ap seaqered se[ ‘epia e[ op edels eped Uf ‘SBWI[R SB[ 9P UQIJBAJES
B[ BOSN(Q 9S SBJJUSIW SOI(] 9P OUISY [P 0ZUSIWO0) [d Jedsew eled
0ISLIONSS( 9p eIORIZ B[ U0D Jelado0d A SOIJ0SOU 913US S9[qelounA
SBW A SOpRUI3IeW SO] 9p PePIUSIP B[ I9PUSJIp ‘OI[o3URAY [0 JeIdunue
SO BISO[3] [ 9p UQISIW BT [, Souewny sousw ‘sajuerrodwr sousuw
‘sougIp souaur, Owod S9JURISIW SO[ b uejes) ‘eonoetd e[ us ‘onb
SOPNINOe SB[ BIIUOD 91I3IAPR ‘0dsoueI] eded [0 ‘9Iped o1URS 0)JUNJIP
0J1S9NN "0]SLI) U SBURUILISY A SOURULISY SOI)SONU OW 0D SO[I8I0U0IAI
olqued ua A sauoad o soonyod sewsjqord e s9yueIIIWUI SO[ ©
u9onpal anb seAnelreu Sej JNSISal SOUWSQAP ‘SOII[0IB) OWOY) °ZZ

oz BPIA B] BP0} 9P pepIusIp B
Jopuajop ap BISS[3] e[ op eIjdwe spw UQISIW e[ 8p 91ded ouwrod saiqod
SO[ A sopei3njal ‘solueISTUIUT SO] B OpudIdalold ‘ouewiny A 0AND9Jd
eas anb rwalsis un Jod 1e3oqe eied 0sa13U07) [e £ sarenioe A seiaauad
soTerouapIsald SoUOIIRIISIUTWIPE SB[ B OPRIIN[OAUT BY SOPIU[) SOPRISH
SO[ 9p s0d1[01e) SodSIqQ) 9p BIDUSI9JUO) BT "So[qesuodsal A seisn(
uoroeIstwur op seonijod tezueae eted odn opol 9p S9IOPR[SISIY
uo0d Iefeqeq) ap eistpnded ou ostwordwod ns opewliye uey sodsiqo
SO[ ‘OpPIUdS 9so U 4, UOISN[OXa e[ 9I1qos ugisedwod e[ opuezriorid
‘Teriwe; peprun e[ A euewny peprugip e| uod opnJtedurod [elour
ostwoxdwod oxjsenu Jelsjal usqap uorerdrwur op seonijod se[ anb
9]JUSWLIOLI9}UE OPBZIJBJUS BY BMO] 9P BOI[0IB) BIDUSISJUO) BT °IZ

PEepPIUNWO) B BPO) 9P [BISUSS JeISaUSI(q [B OUIS [eNPIAIPUI
0JUSTWINAIOf [e 0[0S OU 9AJIS eninuwt ugroedonged v1ss A ‘peprunwod
Jarnbrend ap SepepIANIde SB[ A BPIA B[ US BSISAIP eIaURW op uedonted
seuostod se] ‘sopeplsadou A sopeproeded seanoedsel sns sepep
‘anb eorduwr unwod uslq |9 Jod 0)9dsal [9 ‘USBIQ SE]N ‘SO[qetaulnA
sopeprunuod Se[ A sopeurdiewr so] ‘saiqod So[ op sesuoadxo e
er10Aew e[ ap orurwopald [ Jaaowold ered epezi[in [BUI J9S 9P 9qap
BOUNU AS] BT "UaPI0Sap A ojusrwiryns ‘ugroejordxe 1oAew eun ered
SOUOIDIPUOD UBDID ‘OIqUIBD Ud ‘A UNUIOD USIQ [0 UBISI[E ‘SOANDIS0D
sordurad s01se uela[jal ou ugreISTUIUT 9p Seonijod Sse[ opuen) "0z

pupwny A [piow u1DANI02.1d DUN :SOPIU/) SOPDIST SO] U UOIIDLSIWU] D] 9P PDPDAL DT



sou anb ayrwad sor sausamb e owrfoxd owos sojrd0U0IAI ‘OIqUIELD
ud ‘A sojueI3IwUl SO[ & UBZIUBWNYSSP anb seanelieu se[ e I1ISISal
eOITUSIS 9] BUSN(Q 9P JeN)IY "SOWSIW SOIJ0SOU B SOWRWER SOU 0W0)
owl{ord o1senu e Jewe e OpeUIR[] NS UOD OI[93UBAY [9P PEPISA B[ U
sepegredde soeuostod souordIsodsip aAn[our pepijiqesuodsal eisg
"S9uRISIW SO ap [euostod peprusip e[ 9yadsas as anb reznuere3
9p Telow pepIfiqesuodsal B[ 9udl} 0DI[0Je) OUBNSII) OPO], ‘+Z

‘owrt{oxd oJjsenu e Ieuwre ap ojepuewl [9
SOWIRWoO) SOU aNnb e[ U0D pPePSLIss B[ 9P JOPEIIPUI UN OUIS ‘[eUI3Ieul
BUID) UN SO OU O[ISE 9P S9IUBIIDIOS A SOpRIZNJaI ‘S9jueISTUIUL SO ®
01BI} [ "SBUWSP SO[ B USAIIS A ueuedwode ‘USPUSYSP SSIUSASID SO|
onb us eroURW Op ©ISINUOD LPULIOJ JBUIO) SCAP ‘SOUNUIOD SaIe3N| SO[
9p e[[e SBUWL JI 9Gap UQIDBISIWUI B[ B BISI[S] B[ 9p BISondsal e "¢g

34 V1 ¥IAIA
:YISA191 V13d NOIDDY
V1V OAVINYT1 13

JuoroRISIWUL B]
9p [en)oe UQISUIdWIO) NS BZURUISUD BISd RUWLILR O BIJRSap owo)? °G

Jeuewiny
PeprusIp e[ UBIIIQIP BOLIOIAI B[ O SOAS[ SB[ OPULBND SOII[0}eD
SOURNSIID A SOURPRPNI) OUI0) SOUISUI) SIpepIfiqesuodsar 9ny?

Juoreldruur ef
91q0S SeATeIIRU SeS[e] Se[ [BIOW UQISIA BI)SONU UBUOISIOISIP OWO)?
‘PePIdA B[ 9P OWISIATIR[AI [@ BIIUOD JLIDIAPR JAX 0101pauag eded 19 ‘¢

£S91URISIUI SO[ 9P SOYDIAIIP SO[ A PepIusIp e[ U0) SBISIUOLJ
Se[ Ie[NSad B SAUOIDBU SB[ 9P 0YDIAISP [ BISS[3] e[ eIqI[INbs owo)? *7

JIse adey of 9n?  [erowr
ayuowepunjold ojunse, un s9 ugreIIIWUL B[ onb 90Ip elIed BT |

:SeIUNSIIJ 9P UQISNISI(I

"(Gg:GZ 091BIN) DSDI NS U U0U1IQIIAL JU SIPAISN A
043)s0.40f M4, :1efod B[[2J1S9 BIISONU OPUSIS USNSIS GZ 091BJA UD SNSS(

The Church's Call to Action: Living the Faith

11

I

9f D] J1A1A :D1S2]S1 D] AP UOIOD D] D OpPWD]] 1

Discussion Questions:

1. The letter says immigration is a “deeply moral matter.” What
makes it s0?

2. How does the Church balance the right of nations to regulate
borders with the dignity and rights of migrants?

3. Pope Benedict XVI warns against relativism of truth. How do false
narratives about immigration distort our moral vision?

4. What responsibilities do we bear as citizens and Catholic
Christians when laws or rhetoric undermine human dignity?

5. How does this teaching challenge or affirm your current
understanding of immigration?

THE CHURCH’S CALL
TO ACTION;:
LIVING THE FAITH

23. The Church’s response to immigration must go beyond
platitudes; it must take concrete form in the way believers
advocate, accompany, and serve others. The treatment of
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers is not a marginal issue
but a gauge of how seriously we take the command to love our
neighbor.

24. Every Catholic Christian has a moral responsibility to ensure
that the personal dignity of migrants is upheld. This responsibility
includes personal dispositions rooted in the truth of the Gospel
with its call to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. To actin good
faith means resisting narratives that dehumanize immigrants
and instead recognizing them as neighbors whom God allows
to meet us on our life’s path. We must guard against political
rhetoric that instills fear and division, that skews perceptions to

justify violations of fundamental rights.
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25.Pope Benedict XVI observes, “In the present social and cultural
context, where there is a widespread tendency to relativize truth,
practicing charity in truth helps people to understand that
adhering to the values of Christianity is not merely useful but
essential for building a good society and for true integral human
development .”%2

26. Catholics can embrace their mission as disciples of Jesus by
learning about Church teaching on immigration, participating in
advocacy efforts, and supporting ministries that serve migrants
and refugees. First and foremost, prayer must guide our personal
and collective responses, asking God for the prudence to enact
just policies and the grace to see Jesus in the faces of those
seeking a better life.

27. Parishes, schools, and Catholic institutions must be places
of welcome and accompaniment for migrants and refugees. This
Gospel call includes providing legal aid, pastoral support, and
material assistance where possible. Catholic schools and faith
formation programs should incorporate education on Catholic
Social Teaching regarding immigration, ensuring that young
people understand the Church’s commitment to justice. Parishes
can also foster intercultural dialogue, creating communities
where immigrants are not seen as outsiders but as vital members
of the Body of Christ.

28. The call to welcome the stranger is not optional—it is at the

22 Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate, §4 (2009).
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heart of the Christian life. In every migrant, we encounter Christ
himself. The Church’s mission is clear: to defend human dignity,
advocate for justice, and create a society where all are treated as
beloved children of God. The way we treat the immigrant will not
only define our nation—it will mark our fidelity to Christ.

MARY, COMFORTER OF
MIGRANTS:%23 MODEL OF HOPE
AND HOSPITALITY

29. As we commemorate the Queenship of Mary, the Mother of
Jesus, we are invited to turn our hearts to the woman whose life
manifests profound openness to God and gracious solidarity with
the vulnerable. Mary experienced firsthand the harsh reality
of forced migration when she and Joseph fled to Egypt with the
infant Jesus, seeking refuge from persecution (Matthew 2:13-
15). Their journey reflects the painful experiences of countless
migrants and refugees today, who leave their homes under threat,
seeking security and peace.

30. As Queen of Heaven and Earth, Mary stands as a powerful
intercessor and advocate for those who journey in hope. She
reminds us that every migrant carries within them the image
of her Son, deserving of dignity, protection, and hospitality. Just
as Mary welcomed and nurtured Jesus with maternal love, the
Church is called to imitate her tender care, welcoming migrants
and refugees as beloved children of God.

31. Further, Mary’s “yes” to God’s proposal to be the Mother of his
Son inspires our commitment to justice and mercy. In proclaiming
that God “has lifted up the lowly” and “filled the hungry with
good things” (Luke 1:46-55), Mary prophetically declares God’s
preferential option for the poor, the marginalized, and those on
the move from locales where they and their families are not safe.
Her words compel us to humbly question systems and structures

23  “Comfort of Migrants” (Solacium Migrantium) was added to the Litany
of Loreto by Pope Francis on June 20, 2020. Vatican News.
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that oppress and exclude, urging us toward faithful responses of
solidarity and advocacy.

32. Mary, the Comfort of Migrants and Refugees, stands before
us as both guide and model. May her example and intercession
awaken in us a deeper commitment to live our faith in action:
to welcome generously, to advocate courageously, and to love
graciously.

A JUBILEE OF HOPE AND
A CALL TO RENEWED
COMMITMENT

33. As the Church celebrates the Jubilee Year of 2025, we are
invited into a profound season of grace, renewal, and commitment
to the Gospel. The theme of this Jubilee, “Pilgrims of Hope,”
reminds us that Christian hope is not passive optimism but an
active trust in God’s ongoing work of redemption. This theme
speaks profoundly to the experience of migrants and refugees
who journey in hope seeking security, dignity, and peace.

34. Hope must be more than an idea—it must take form in the
structures we build and the actions we take.* It is not enough to
desire justice; we must commit to shaping systems that sustain
it. This requires faithful endurance, resisting the temptation
to withdraw in discouragement or be embroiled in polarizing
social media posts or other messages. Meaningful change comes
not through “quick fixes” but through long-term dedication to
advocacy, hospitality, and accompaniment. The call to welcome the
stranger challenges us to move beyond comfort and convenience,
embracing a spirit of encounter that reflects the heart of the
Gospel.

35. A more robust sense of hope is seamlessly tied to charity
understood as the love of God in himself that carries over into love
of neighbor. Carmelite Father Conrad de Meester, in the spirit of

24 Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, §222 (2013).
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St. Thérese of Lisieux and her “little way” of love, relates these
virtues of hope and love: “This hope is no dead-end. It is love on
the move; love that is constantly growing and flourishing. Hope
is love in the process of becoming. Without hope, love would
suffocate.”?®

36. The Eucharist, the Sacrament of unity and charity, offers us
the ultimate model of Christian hospitality. In the breaking of the
bread, we are reminded that we are one Body in Christ, called
to reconciliation and to make room at the table for our sisters
and brothers, especially the poor and the marginalized. The same
Christ who gives himself to us in the Eucharist is present in the
immigrant seeking shelter, the refugee longing for peace, and the
displaced family searching for security.

37. As we proceed through this Jubilee Year, we are called to
embody radical hospitality, seeing Jesus in every person who
seeks refuge and stability in hope. Just as the ancient Israelites
understood the time of Jubilee as a call for restoration, liberation,
and renewal, so, too, does this Jubilee year invite us to renew our
commitment to welcoming the stranger, advocating for justice,
and working toward a society that reveals the merciful face of
Christ. Our response to those seeking refuge and stability in

25 Conrad de Meester: With Empty Hands: The Message of St. Therese of
Lisieux, p 107; emphasis added.
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hope is not only a reflection of our nation’s founding values, but
is primarily a testament to our fidelity to Christ.

38. May this Jubilee Year be a time of conversion and renewed
commitment to help “justice and peace embrace,” where we open
our hearts to encounter Jesus in the migrant and the refugee,
advancing a Church and a society rooted in justice, mercy, and
love.

August 22, 2025, Memorial of the Queenship of Mary
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Most Rev. Thomas Zinkula Most Rev. William Joensen
Archbishop of Dubuque Bishop of Des Moines

4%5.(,‘&,.

Most Rev. John Keehner
Bishop of Sioux City

4—[an& LSdd

Most Rev. Dennis Walsh
Bishop of Davenport

Discussion Questions:

1. The letter insists that “the Gospel demands action.” What might
that look like in your life or parish?

2. In what ways is Mary a model for our response to migrants today?

3. What does it mean to journey as “pilgrims of hope,” and how does
the Eucharist form us for that journey?

4. Where is the Spirit inviting you to deeper conversion—
intellectually, spiritually, or practically?

5. How might your small group or parish sustain this reflection
beyond these sessions?
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